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New Report Finds Widespread Perceived Stigma Toward People Who Use Drugs, Have An Addiction, And 
Are In Recovery 

 
Bias Minimizing Technology reveals 3 out of 4 Americans believe that society at large views drug and alcohol 
dependent Individuals as having moderate, low, or no chance of maintaining recovery 

 
 
Toronto, ON – April 14, 2022 – An online study of over 30,000 Americans finds significant bias towards people who 
use drugs and alcohol, as seven out of 10 (71%) believe that society considers individuals who use drugs 
problematically to be outcasts or non-community members. Recognizing 2021’s heartbreaking milestone of 100,000 
drug overdose deaths in a 12-month period, global trend-tracking and prediction technology company RIWI, along 
with Eleyvst and nonprofit PRO-A, generated a new report regarding perceptions of substance use, addiction, and 
recovery stigma in society. The report found 73 percent of respondents believed that society at large views 
individuals who are dependent on drugs as having moderate, low, or no chance of maintaining recovery. Click here 
to access the report: https://riwi.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/HowBadisitReally_StigmaAgainstDrugUseAndRecoveryInTheUnitedStates.pdf 

Stigma is a significant barrier to quality of life for people with a history of addiction, impacting their ability to seek 
medical care, addiction treatment, recovery support and social services. It also makes effective policy change more 
difficult. The survey showed that, despite major efforts from the governmental and nonprofit sectors, stigma is still 
elevated and common, as 74 percent felt that society considers individuals who use drugs problematically as 
somewhat, mostly, or entirely responsible for their drug use. Worse, 71 percent believe that society considers 
individuals who use drugs to be outcasts or non-community members, which deters people with severe substance 
use disorders from accessing life-saving help. 

“We are excited to continue to deploy RIWI’s innovative technology to measure perception and drive change that 
improves the lives of people who use drugs, those with substance use disorders, and those in recovery," said Sean 
Fogler, MD, one of the researchers on the report and a co-founder of Elevyst, a comprehensive consulting group 
specializing in helping organizations of varying sizes further their community and public health initiatives. "Societal 
substance use and recovery stigma harms all of us. This first nation-wide report uncovers the perceptions that are 
a barrier to the development and implementation of effective policies and strategies to end overdose and protect 
the health and humanity of people who use drugs.”  

The study showed higher perceived societal stigma indices in the low-middle and upper-middle class than the 
poorest and richest demographics; for white people than non-white people; for women than men; for older people 
than younger people; and for city residents than suburban or rural residents. Comparing the states with statistically 
significant and comparable numbers of respondents, Pennsylvania had the highest reported level of stigma, while 
Illinois had the lowest.  

“While we have made progress in America elevating recovery and making it easier to acknowledge that we can and 
do recover, our survey shows we have a long way to go until we live in a stigma-free society and together are 
working towards achieving that critical goal,” said William Stauffer, LSW, one of the researchers on the report and 
the executive director of statewide non-profit grassroots advocacy organization, PRO-A, dedicated to supporting 
individuals in recovery and educating the public on addiction and recovery. 

“We harnessed RIWI’s Random Domain Intercept Technology to uncover the extent to which multi-faceted stigma 
exists, effectively setting the foundation for a much larger program of research that we hope will encourage data-
driven approaches to addressing societal stigma,” said Rikki Sargent, Ph.D., Social Psychologist, Research and 
Strategy Lead at RIWI, and one of the researchers on the report. “We know that perceived societal stigma is a 
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barrier to help-seeking, equality, and the implementation of policies and support systems that best serve people 
who use substances and those in recovery. Stigma is complex, both in its development and manifestation, and in 
determining the best way to address it. Studies like this are key to making progress in this space.”  

Methodology 

The research was conducted by harnessing RIWI’s patented Random Domain Intercept Technology (RDIT), a 
form of online intercept sampling designed to include a demographically diverse and regionally broad audience 
across the United States. Leveraging RDIT, individuals surfing the Web have a chance of landing on a dormant 
domain temporarily being managed by RIWI. RIWI then intercepts the Web user and presents them with a RIWI 
survey. Once exposed, RIWI validates the country of the Web user and delivers an appropriate survey. Web 
users may choose to participate in the survey safely and anonymously. No identifiable information is collected 
(e.g., names, email), no incentives for participation are provided, and respondents may end their participation at 
any time. These security measures/methodological characteristics encourage individuals to respond honestly 
(avoiding social desirability bias and incentive bias). 
 
To learn more about sponsoring the next wave of medical-based research contact marketing@riwi.com. 
 
About RIWI 
 
Founded in 2009, RIWI Corp. (TSXV: RIWI) (OTC: RWCRF) is a leading provider of accurate and real-time global 
consumer and citizen sentiment data, which reaches more countries and markets than any other firm. In order to 
improve global prosperity and equity, RIWI’s global machine-learning Web architecture conducts continuous, 
privacy-compliant surveys and ad tests that help organizations and government agencies break through the noise 
to find the truth about what people really think, want for themselves, and observe in the world around them. To 
learn more visit www.riwi.com or follow them on LinkedIn or Twitter @RIWIdata. 
 
 
 
RIWI CORP. 
 
Signed: “Greg Wong” 
Greg Wong, Chief Executive Officer 
 
For more information, please contact: 

Chris McCoin or Rick Smith 

McCoin & Smith Communications, Inc. 

chris@mccoinsmith.com or rick@mccoinsmith.com  

+1 (508) 429-5988 (Chris) or +1 (978) 433-3304 (Rick) 

 

Neither the TSX Venture Exchange nor its Regulation Services Provider (as that term is defined in the 
policies of the TSX Venture Exchange) accepts responsibility for the adequacy or accuracy of this 
release. 

 
 
CAUTION REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING INFORMATION: 
Information and statements contained in this news release that are not historical facts are “forward-looking 
information” within the meaning of Canadian securities legislation that involves risks and uncertainties. Forward-
looking information included herein is made as of the date of this news release and RIWI does not intend, and does 
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not assume any obligation, to update forward-looking information unless required by applicable securities laws. 
Forward-looking information relates to future events or future performance and reflects management of the 
Company’s expectations or beliefs regarding future events. This forward-looking information is based, in part, on 
assumptions and factors that may change or prove to be incorrect, thus causing actual results, performance or 
achievements to be materially different from those expressed or implied by forward-looking information. 
 
 


